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Nature Conservation Policy as Tourism Strategy:
Possibility of Nature-Human Symbiosis in Bhutan

TOYODA Tetsuya

Abstract

51% of the territory of Bhutan is covered by protected areas such as national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries. This percentage is the highest in Asia and one of the highest around the world.
The Bhutanese Constitution, promulgated in 2008, makes an explicit mention to the minimum
forest coverage. Bhutan’s eagerness for the protection of forests comes from its need to develop
international tourism industry. Yet, the protected areas in Bhutan have a large population in them
and the coordination of interests between the government and local residents is unavoidable.
The Bhutanese government endeavors to ensure local residents’ support for the protection of
the environment through the modernization of local infrastrcutures and promotes ecotourism in
which local residents can take part by providing homestays and other services for tourists. The
Bhutanese case offers a lesson for other Asian countries where many protected areas have a large

number of residents.
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How Akita should generate brand power of Akita-Inu
NAGOSHI Kenro

Abstract
This is the second part of my paper, “The Internationalization Strategy of Akita-Inu”, published
in the first issue of this Journal. With the expanding popularity of Akita-Inu, a national natural
treasure of Japan, among pet lovers in the world, so-called boomerang effect could be seen both
Jfrom within and outside of Akita. The city government of Odate, birthplace of famous “Hachi”,
under the new leadership of mayor, Mr. Fukuhara, plotted out a program constructing an Akita-
Inu museum including a “Hachi-ko station” in imitation of Pre-War Shibuya station where
“Hachi” waited for its past owner. If constructed, it may become an attractive tourist spot in
Akita. Also a forum “Beloved Akita Dogs”, sponsored by Yomiuri Akita bureau, was held at AIU
in April, which were attended by experts and those familiar with Hachi and Akita dogs. The forum
succeeded in digging deep into the charms of the dogs and stressed importance of collective
efforts by governments and private sectors to promote the brand of Akita-Inu to the world.

Keywords: Akita Inu, Brand, Hachi, Forum , Hozon-kai ( Preservation Society)
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Community Leaders’ Views on Community Events, Collective Works,
and Perception of the Future
— Case Study of Kamikoani Village, Akita —

Shogo Kudo

Abstract

Due to the continuous depopulation and aging, many rural communities in Japan are
experiencing gradual declines in their community events and collective works among residents.
Such declining process is called community marginalization. There are diverse discussions on
how to respond to such rural decline including strategic resettlement plans and careful closing

of rural communities. Many of previous studies have focused on quantitative data about living
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conditions in rural communities such as land management, access to grocery shops and medical
services, and others. Applying qualitative data about people'’s experience and thoughts during
rural declining process is considered beneficial to articulate the detailed process of community
marginalization. This study examines the current state of four rural communities in Kamikoani
village in Akita prefecture through the interviews with community leaders. The study covered
current operation and leaders’ views on (i) community events, (ii) collective works to maintain
local resources and living environment, and (iii) perception of the future. Regarding community
events, each community is maintaining same set of events while properly down-scaling them so
that the required preparation does not become burdensome for residents. Collective works in
communities are largely well maintained among the studied communities regardless of their size
differences. The discussion raises the importance of inter-community interactions in examining
the meaning of regeneration both for individual communities and the whole village.

Keywords: aging, depopulation, rural communities, marginalization, community events,

collective works
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Research Project on Foreign Nurses and Care Workers
“Proposal on Foreign Care Workers in Akita”

AKIBA Takeshi, HASHIMOTO Yosuke, SHIMA Chiharu

Abstract

The Institute for Asian Studies and Regional Collaboration has sponsored a research project
composed of faculty from across the university in order to examine whether the acceptance of
foreign nurses and care workers is an option for health care facilities in Akita prefecture, and
the conditions and issues surrounding the question. During FY2015, the project, in addition to
inviting specialists for workshops, conducted a questionnaire among elderly care facilities in
Akita prefecture to gauge their attitude and conditions towards hiring foreign care workers. It
also visited several of these facilities, as well as pioneering models outside of the prefecture
to conduct in-depth interviews. Based on this research, the project issued its annual report
containing a Proposal on Foreign Care Workers in Akita, with supporting data, interview
transcripts, and workshop records. This article reprints, with slight editing, the main text of this
Proposal.

Keywords: Foreign Workers, Aging Society, Population Decline, Elderly Care
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The Use of Local Cultural Property as a Tourism Resource
In the Case of “Yokoteno Kamakura”

GOTO Naoki, NAKAGAWA Hideyuki

Abstract

“Yokoteno Kamakura (Home of Snow Gods)” is a city-designated intangible folk cultural
property in Yokote city, Akita prefecture, Japan. As a case study, in which local cultural property
is used as a tourism resource, we conducted a survey at the studied site. The results of our
questionnaires revealed that whilst many tourists had come from outside Yokote city, such tourists
had less knowledge on one of the most important elements about ““Yokoteno Kamakura”. Also, we
attempted to analyze why non-use values, including option values, were not recognized nearly as
much, contrary to use values such as historical and cultural values.

Keywords: Intangible Cultural Property, Cultural Resource, Tourism Resource, Yokoteno

Kamakura
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Report of JR-East Funded Course in 2015
NEGISHI Yo

Abstract

The Institute of Asian Studies and Regional Collaboration (IASRC), as a collaborative project
with JR (Japan Railway) East, has launched a JR-East Funded course in the fall semester of
2015: Cultural Heritage Studies. While this course is one of the subjects of Basic Education in
the AIU curriculum, IASRC also defines it as an experimental field survey of Cultural Heritage
Tourism Research Project. In addition to classroom lectures at college, we adopted the PBL
(Project-Based Learning) method that included fieldwork studies in Akita prefecture and several
guest lectures on cultural heritage and tourism industry. Consequently, in order to develop its
capacity for the future planning, we find it better suited for educational goals of AIU and the
mission of JR-East to focus on sustainable (cultural and natural) heritage tourism that deals with
conservation of cultural heritage and sustainability of local communities through the promotion
of tourism.

Keywords: East Japan Railway Company, Funded Course, Heritage Tourism, Sustainability
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